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groups, the General Confederation of Labour, and by
Signor De Nicola, President of the Chamber, who had lent
very active assistance in the negotiations. The five delega-
tions agreed, according to article 2 of the pact, * to take
immediate action to put an end to threats, assaults, reprisals,
punishments, acts of vengeance, pressure, and personal
violence of any description J. The two parties * agreed
reciprocally to respect all economic organizations'
(Article 4). Infringements of the conditions of the pact
would be submitted to arbitration, and to this purpose
tribunals were to be set up in each province. The first
signature at the foot of this document was that of Benito
Mussolini.
Mussolini now proceeded to deal with the resistance in
the fascist camp. The pact, he proclaimed, was a fait
accompli.
c I hereby declare, assuming all moral and material
responsibility for my action, that I have put my heart
into it, and that once the essential part was accepted I
threw various minor details overboard. Let me add that
with all my strength I will defend this Peace Treaty,
which in my opinion is an event of historic importance,
and that I shall put into practice the old proverb—" Spare
the rod and spoil the child". If fascism is my child, as
has hitherto been recognized, I shall correct it or make
life impossible for it. We may celebrate a victory. But
I am always thinking of the future. I know not where to
stop. A victory has been won, and I am now considering
what use we can make of it. ... For me personally the
situation is simple : if fascism does not follow me, no
one can force me to follow fascism.5
On the same day in an interview with the Resto del Carlino
he explained :
* Peace could certainly have been dictated on more
severe terms a month ago, before the star of fascism, which
had long been shining on the horizon, had paled a little
after the events at Viterbo, Treviso, and Roccastrada. . . .
The treaty also settles the internal fascist crisis^ in the sense

